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The West Haven Redevelopment Agency held a special meeting on March 23, 2016 at 

5:30 p.m. in the Harriet North Community Room, Second Floor, 355 Main St., West 

Haven, CT 

 

PRESENT: Commissioners Peccerillo, Sweeney, Walsh, Burns, Milano, Mayor O’Brien, 

Commissioner of Planning and Development Riccio and Corporation Counsel Amendola. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Burns made a motion to approve the 

minutes, seconded by Commissioner Walsh and passed.  

 

Chairman Walsh read into the record a letter from Planning and Zoning Commission 

notifying this agency that the P & Z approved the acquisition of properties at their March 

22, 2016 meeting. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Acquisition of the properties by purchase or Eminent Domain. 

 a. Reading of the Public Hearing Notice into the record of the meeting. 

  Member Burns read the public hearing notice into the record. 

 

 b. Opening of the Public Hearing regarding acquisition of the properties by  

  purchase or eminent domain. 

   

 C Presentation by staff and consultants. 

 

Attorney Gary O’Connor, Pullman and Comley, representing the city.  He  

Introduced Peter Burns, DeCarlo and Doll, and behalf of the developer Mr. 

Armstrong and Mr. Roody.  Center St., 395 First Ave., 21 Richards St. 38 Elm 

St.  423 First.  A purchase and sale agreement has been entered into for 11 

Richards St.  Attorney O’Connor gave an overview and the properties included 

in this development MDP Plan and consists of 24.2 acres, located south of elm, 

east of First Ave and west of New Haven Harbor.  He listed the goals of this 

development.  Mr. Armstrong, Executive V.P for The Haven, explained the 

benefit of this development and leasing in on schedule.  There are some real 

estate transactions that are holding this project up.  He described the 

improvements to this site such as public access to the water, improve 

neighborhood infrastructure and enhance property values. Acquisition of these 

properties are necessary to achieve this planned development.  Twenty six 

properties have been closed and 21 properties will be closed.  In every case, 

the fair market value has been more.  There were nine properties submitted, 
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however, one is removed, 11 Richards St.  The Center St. property is a 

technicality, two residential properties are under contract for short sale, one 

commercial property is under contract but seller has refused to deliver the 

property.  That leaves three properties left that are at a dead end. Property on 

Elm St. was offered 1.6 times the value, two residential properties offered 

twice the appraised value. Delays will not only a delay in construction and may 

make investors uneasy. 

 

d. Opportunity for Public Comment. 

 

Nancy Goodwin, 25 Ruby Rd., need to look at this depressed area that will be 

developed especially since property owners are being offered more than fair 

market value. 

 

  Laurie Jensen, 68 Leake St., doesn’t understand why properties are being taken 

  for a mall.  She thinks it doesn’t think this development will fit West Haven. 

 

  Bart Chatterton, 270 Richmond Ave., if for the mall but against eminent  

  domain.  It is wrong to take private property to give to a private development. 

 

  Mike Pissou, 38 Elm St.,  sold his property but the contract was breached  

  several times.  He did not have enough time to move.  He is in favor but they 

  need to pay.  

 

  Brian Reilly, 352 Union Ave., is in favor of the eminent domain. He stated  

  when other businesses moved, their customers followed them.  Some   

  properties are blighted and this area needs to be developed.   

 

  Rosalie Swift, 388 Washington Ave., the eminent development law does not  

  state for private development.  She is in favor of the mall but not eminent  

  domain. 

   

  Robert McGinty, 341 First Ave., stated he is one of the properties and no one 

  has tried to make a deal with him.  He was told fair market value or eminent  

  domain. 

 

  Evan,  429 East 52nd St., NY, son of Nick’s Luncheonette on 423 First  

  Ave. stated his father opened this business since 1992.  He stated the   

  investors have told them they will be offered fair market value for the   

  property and not the businesses located at that property. For a private   

  developer to take property is troubling.   
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  Vincent Giordano, 215 First Ave., is here to get information even though his 

  property is not involved.  

 

  Sayed Ahmed, 62 Elm St., owner of Citgo Gas Station, is against eminent  

  domain for his business.  He has been there 17 years. The last four months  

  there has been no contact.  He received an email from the developer stating  

  let the city take it over.  It should be on his terms for the sale.   

 

  Michael Hickey, 32 Bungalow La., this will not affect him.  State of CT did  

  not change their eminent domain after the Supreme Court decision.  He  

  believes the decision was made only on homeowners and not businesses.  

 

  Frank Andruli, 118 Anderson Ave., is in favor of this project.  He feels bad  

  for the properties however the area is in need of development.  He feels there 

  needs to be a change to get more tax revenue in the city. 

 

  Nancy Thomas, 57 Elm St., is located directly across from the Citgo Gas  

  Station.  She questioned Mayor O’Brien about his empathy for small business  

  owners.  She is concerned about the second phase of this moving further  

  down Elm St.  Not in favor of eminent domain. 

 

  Peter     47 Wood St., feels eminent domain may be good for other towns but 

  as far as West Haven is concerned, it is not good for the city.  No one will  

  come.  Citizens of Connecticut do not have any money to spend on shops. 

 

  David Saldibar, stated the citizens elected people to run their lives for this  

  city.  He stated previous mayors and superintendent of schools who earn their 

  salaries here but spend it in other towns where they live. The city needs to  

  bring in businesses.  The city needs to do the right thing.  He is in favor of the 

  project.   

 

  Anthony Sero, 470 Third Ave, stated he would like to see a fair deal for the  

  business involved. 

 

  Francis Withington, 255 West Walk, in favor, stated a large portion of the  

  citizens of this town are relying on this project to be developed.  West Haven 

  needs an influx of cash into this town.  He feels 9 properties out of 47 makes 

  it seem that the citizens are in favor of this.   

 

  Sandy Lewis, 75    is not against this project but has concerns since she heard 

  there is a new developer and the P & Z meeting last night talked about 43  

  units in the TOD zone.  She wants the properties to get a fair deal.   
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  Ken Distasio 535 Third Ave., the properties are depressed in this area.  This  

  is a polluted area and it needs to be cleaned up.  This project is the best for  

  the city and it will go into the downtown area. 

 

  Lou Colletta, 14 Elmwood Terrace, stated this is a debate tonight about how  

  the city is going to go about this.  He owns a parcel next to this development 

  and he doesn’t see anyone making out on this development. He feels the  

  developer needs to work with these people and talk to them to see what they  

  want before it goes to eminent domain. 

 

  Joe Celotto, 3032 Willow St., which will be the north part of the project.  He 

  doesn’t feel eminent domain gives people much choice.  They don’t have a  

  lot of money to fight big developers.   

 

  Hannah Schwartz, 116 Main St., feels that this project is just too big for this  

  city. She feels they need to compromise with the property owners and not  

  threatening them. 

 

  Mike Crisco, 39 Elm St., noticed the people for eminent domain do not even 

  live in this area. 

 

  Mayor O’Brien spoke to the remaining property owners explained the   

  process tonight which would allow the city to come to the property owners  

  and negotiate.  This process allows for that negotiation.  This is not an  

  eminent domain meeting.  He thinks this city can be a good stopover through 

  the state to shop.  We all need faith in this city.  As soon as this is approved,  

  he will be contacting the property owners. 

 

  Mr. Armstrong stated Sheldon Gordon is still involved in this project.  All the 

  property owners have been brought to City Hall and have spoken to them at  

  length.  Fifty one property owners have closed.  Eminent domain is not a  

  taking and they have been very generous in their offers.  As investors, an  

  unlimited amount of money just cannot be spent.  He has to be fair going  

  forward and he doesn’t want to go to eminent domain. 

 

  Deborah Evanglista, 285 Kelsey Ave., objects to Mr. Armstrong’s statement  

  that no one is in business to lose money.  Then she suggests the developer  

  deal fairly. 

 

  Attorney O’Connor cleared up the misconception that this is an eminent  

  domain meeting.  The city was told not to interfere with the developer and  

  the negotiations.  This meeting will now give the city to speak to the   

  remaining property owners.  Center, two residential properties (short sale),  
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  349 and 341 First Ave, residential, 60 and 62 Elm St., All these properties are 

  in the  footprint of the building, 38 Elm St. has a purchase and sale   

  agreement.  He stated this agency needs to consider whether the public  

  benefits exceed the private benefits, which he gave examples of.    

 

 e. Closing of the Public Hearing:  Commissioner Burns, made a motion to close 

  the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Walsh and passed 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 A. Action by the West Haven Redevelopment Agency for approval of proposed 

  acquisition of the properties by purchase or eminent domain. 

 

 B Action by the West Haven Redevelopment Agency to refer proposed   

  acquisition of the properties by purchase or eminent domain to the West  

  Haven City Council for its consideration and approval as required by   

  Connecticut General Statue 8-193. 

 

  Commissioner Burns made a motion to approve the resolution (attached) and 

  which was read into the record, seconded by Commissioner Walsh and  

  passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  7:23 p.m. 

Commissioner Burns made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Walsh and 

passed.  


