
The West Haven Planning & Zoning Commission held a Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 2016, in the Harriet North room, 2nd Floor, City 

Hall, 355 Main Street, West Haven, CT at 7:00 P.M.  

 

PRESENT:  Commissioner Hendricks, Posey, Standish, Cohen, Mullins, ZEO 

Conniff, Assistant City Planner Killeen, Planning and Commissioner Riccio, 

Corporation Counsel Amendola and Councilperson liaison Avery.  Absent was 

Commissioner Trepani 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Posey made a motion to approve the 

meeting minutes of March 22, 2016, seconded by Commissioner Standish and 

passed. 

 

Public Hearing 

1. 261 Saw Mill Road. Application for approval of a Special Permit Application to 

modify an existing convenience store/gas station to allow for a drive-through 

donut shop on property located in the NB (Neighborhood Business) District, 

under Sections 20, 60, 75 and 85 and Table 39.2 of the City of West Haven 

Zoning Regulations.  Applicant:  David Branco; Owner: Rafiq Hameed; File # 

SP-16-186 

 

2. 261 Saw Mill Road. Application for approval of a Site Plan Application to 

modify an existing convenience store/gas station to allow for a drive-through 

donut shop on property located in the NB (Neighborhood Business) District, 

under Sections 20, 60, and  75 and Table 39.2 of the City of West Haven Zoning 

Regulations.  Applicant:  David Branco; Owner: Rafiq Hameed; File # SR-16-

187. 

 

3.  261 Saw Mill Road. Application for approval of an Erosion and Sediment 

Control Plan Application to modify an existing convenience store/gas station to 

allow for a drive-through donut shop on property located in the NB 

(Neighborhood Business) District, under Sections 74 and 75 of the City of West 

Haven Zoning Regulations.  Applicant:  David Branco; Owner: Rafiq Hameed; 

File # ESCP-16-188. 

 

 Attorney Vincent Falcone is here representing the applicant, David Branco.  The 

applicant has agreed to hear all three applications at the same time.  This plan 
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meets all the bulk zoning regulations. On March 15, 2016, inland wetland 

approved this plan.  This application also meets all the criteria for a special 

permit which will be presented tonight.  Brian Florick, engineer, Pustola 

Associates, described the property, its location and the proposed uses.  The site 

has been reconfigured to adhere to the DOT requirements of 14 encumbered cars 

on site, however, there will be 18 cars in a queue.  The open space is 

approximately 25.5, which is a slight increase of the requirement.  He also 

described the type of landscaping that will be planted on site.  The drainage, 

storm water, silt fence and erosion controls were also described.  The existing 

building will be used with no additional construction.  A letter was submitted into 

the record from Pizza Hut allowing parking on their property for Dunkin Donuts.  

David Branco stated there will be 30 employees in total.  The morning shift will 

be about 6-9 employees.  The Dunkin Donuts will be a 24 hour operation, which 

will have surveillance. Commissioner Mullins asked about the deliveries for the 

gas station, Dunkin Donuts and convenience store and the times that may 

coincide with each other. Kermit Kwah, traffic engineer, gave an overview of the 

traffic study that was done and the traffic that will be generated. He feels that this 

development will create limited traffic flow.  Assistant City Planner Killeen read 

into the record comments received from the Fire Department, Building Official 

and Police Department. 

 

 Three calls were made to speak in favor and in opposition of this application. 

 

 Charles Provansano, Provansano’s Deli, 153 Sawmill Rd., disagrees with the 

traffic study.  Cars have to wait to get out onto Sawmill Rd. It will also hurt his 

business. 

 Dave Sarcarni, landowner where Pizza Hut is located, is just interested in the 

plan. 

 Councilperson David Riccio, stated the commission needs to take into 

consideration the public safety if approving this project.  He feels that there are 

too many negatives that could possibly affect the traffic in this busy area. 

 

 Attorney Falcone rebutted that the commission needs to consider this application 

based on facts and not speculation. 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asks that a condition be made that a sidewalk be installed along 

Greta Rd. 

 

 Attorney Falcone stated the applicant is agreeable to install a sidewalk to 

Highland St. and Greta up to the Barrett Building 
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 Commissioner Mullins made a motion to close the public hearing on File SP 16-

186, seconded by Commissioner Posey and passed. 

 

 Commissioner Mullins made a motion to approve Files SP 16-186; SR 16-187 

and ESCP 16-188 with the condition that a sidewalk be installed to Highland St 

and Greta St (up to Barrett Building), seconded by Commissioner Posey and 

passed 3 Y (Posey, Mullins, Hendricks and 2 N (Cohen, Standish). 

Regular Meeting 

1. Receipt and Discussion of Review Process for The Haven South 

Development Applications 

a. Zone Change Application 

b. Text Change Application 

c. Site Plan Review Application 

d. Coastal Site Plan Review Application 

A schedule was submitted to the commissioners.  There will be a two 

week delay before presenting.  If application is received April 26th, a 

public hearing will be scheduled for June 6th.   

 

2.  Request for Extension of Time for Subdivision at 204 Burwell Road.   
Request for Extension of time for completion of Public Improvements within 

7-lot Single Family Development in the R2 District. Owner/Applicant: 

Burwell Estates, LLC. File #SUB-05-014. 

Some public improvements were required as part of the subdivision approval.  

Applicant started construction on the site and built several foundations.  By 

2010, the state legislature updated the statutes allowing nine years to complete 

improvements.  An extension was granted on this application in 2010 to May 

2015.  Legislature then granted an additional year. Applicant has kept the 

bond current and installed drainage improvements.  Mr. Killeen stated he 

doesn’t see any risk to the city.  

Commissioner Posey made a motion to extend the timeframe for File SUB 05-

014 to June 2019, seconded by Commissioner Mullins and passed. 
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3. Staff Reports 

1. Update to City Plan of Conservation and Development – Mr. Killeen stated a 

steering committee will be started.  He is just waiting on UNH and Yale.  

There is a website and a link will be sent to the commissioners. 

 

2. Discussion of Proposed Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Regulation 

Amendments – A meeting was held with the consultant and a chart is 

available regarding parking. 

 

ZEO Conniff requests in conjunction with the Fire Departments, the 

commission look into the number of family members and asks that the 

regulations be looked at and possibly changed especially for single family 

residences.  Staff will draft the regulation change and schedule a future public 

hearing. 

ADJOURNMENT:  8:11 p.m. 

Commissioner Posey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Mullins 

and passed. 

 

 

 


