
The West Haven Planning & Zoning Commission held a Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, in the Harriet North room, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 

355 Main Street, West Haven, CT at 7:00 P.M.  

 

PRESENT:  Commissioners Hendricks, Mullins, Suggs, Posey, Biancur, Cohen 

Commissioner of Planning and Development Riccio, Mayor O’Brien, Councilman 

Liaison Avery, Corporation Counsel Amendola, and Assistant City Planner Killeen.  

Absent was Commissioner Standish. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Commissioner Posey made a motion to approve the 

meeting minutes of June 28, 2016, seconded by Commissioner Suggs and passed 

unanimously.  

 

Public Hearing 

 

1. 215 Tuthill Road. Application for approval of a Special Permit to allow a 

grocery beer liquor permit in an existing grocery store, on property located in an 

RB (Regional Business) District, under Table 39.2 and Sections 45, 85, and 92 of 

the West Haven Zoning Regulations.  Applicant: Jose Tavarez; Owner: My 

Bazaar, LLC, And Darshan Sachdeva. File # SP-16-203 (Continued from June 

28, 2016). 

 

Applicant was not present.  Three calls were made to speak in favor and in 

opposition. City Planner Killeen stated this is within 1500 ft. of two other 

package store permits.  It is not a permit that can be granted.  He has left several 

messages to notify the applicant but to no avail.   

 

Commissioner Suggs made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by 

Commissioner Biancur and passed. 

  

2. 354 Sawmill Road, Unit B. Application for approval of a Special Permit to 

allow a Restaurant Liquor Permit in an existing restaurant located in a CD 

(Commercial Design) District, pursuant to Table 39.2 and Sections 45, 85, and 92 

of the West Haven Zoning Regulations.  Applicant: Chipotle Mexican Grill of 

Colorado, LLC/ Owner:  Tartaglia Commercial Properties/ West Haven LIR, 

LLC. File # SP-16-204 



West Haven Planning and Zoning Commission Agenda, July 12, 2016 Page 2 

The applicant submitted a letter indicating that they had not completed the 

required mailings and asked that the application be continued to the next meeting 

of the Commission. 

 

3. 341 Main Street (AKA 519 Campbell Ave.) Application for approval of a 

Special Permit to locate a Place of Assembly (Private Club, Hall, or similar 

facility) in an existing mixed-use building in the CBD (Central Business District), 

pursuant to Table 39.2 and Sections 85 and 92 of the West Haven Zoning 

Regulations . Applicant: Sudanese American Society in Connecticut; Owner: 

2478 Arthur Ave. Realty Group. File # SP 16-205 

 

Tag Banaga, Bridgeport Ct is present along with certified interpreter Nour Awad 

Bridgeport, CT.  Applicant submitted proof of mailings to staff. This application 

is for the purpose of Sudanese people to gather together to learn about their 

culture and language.  There are about 10 families.  Hours of operation will be 

weekdays 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  There 

will be no services.  Not all families will be on the premises at the same time. 

Mayor O’Brien stated the building inspector visited the premises and found some 

sort of gathering or a possible service being held around 9 p.m. on June 10 2016.  

The applicant stated it was just a meeting.  The maximum members will be 50 

which includes all adults and about 15 children.  Classes will be held for children 

whose ages range from 8-13.  A revised floor plan was submitted to the 

commission.  City Planner Killeen reviewed the inspection report that was 

distributed and there are still some outstanding issues.  Commissioner Posey 

stated he’s not sure why the commission is hearing this application with all the 

code violations still outstanding. He also doesn’t feel that the floor plan is 

detailed enough.  Sami Jamal, Yonkers NY, owner of the property, stated the 

complete address of the property is 519 – 529 Campbell Ave.  The property that 

this application is for is 519 Campbell Ave.  The Sudanese American Society is a 

501 (c) (3).  There will be no events held at this location. If there is an event, they 

rent rooms elsewhere. Commissioners discussed whether the issues that were 

mentioned in the report were completed since the landlord indicated that they 

were.  However, there was a report from the Fire Marshall dated today that still 

indicated there were items that had not been completed.  He also requested a fire 

alarm testing report but that has not been submitted yet either. 

 

Three calls were made to speak in favor and three calls were made to speak in 

opposition to this application. 
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Ed Voss, 260 Sawmill Rd., feels the center should be redeveloped with retail and 

feels that this may not be an asset for the center of West Haven. He doesn’t feel 

any type of club should be at this location. 

 

Marty Richards, 130 Kelsey Ave., questions the safety of the whole building not 

just the rooms included in this application.  

 

Frank Andruli, 118 Anderson Ave., agrees with finding a business that will fit in 

the downtown area as retail space. 

 

Commissioner Posey made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by 

Commissioner Mullins and passed. 

 

4. 149 Orange Avenue. Application for approval of a Special Permit and Site Plan 

Review to add two gas pumps, relocate main entrance, and extend the canopy of 

an existing Gas Station and Convenience Store in the RCPD (Planned Residential 

Commercial District), pursuant to Table 39.2 and Sections 75, 85, and 92 of the 

West Haven Zoning Regulations. Applicant: Nadeem Khalid/Owner: Jatt, LLC.  

File # SP 16-206 and #SR 16-207. 

 

The applicant submitted a letter indicating that the required mailings were sent 

out but did not include the date of the hearing and asked that the application be 

continued to the next meeting of the Commission to provide sufficient time to 

send out a new mailing. 

 

Regular Meeting 
1. Deliberation and Action on Public Hearing Items:   

 

a. 215 Tuthill Road. Application for a Special Permit for a grocery beer liquor 

permit in an existing grocery store, on property located in an RB (Regional 

Business) District. Applicant: Jose Tavarez; Owner: My Bazaar, LLC, 

Darshan Sachdeva. File # SP-16-203. 

  Commissioner Suggs made a motion to deny the application because it would 

  violate the zoning regulations because it is within 1500 ft. of two other liquor 

  stores, seconded by Commissioner Mullins and passed unanimously. 

 

b. 354 Saw Mill Road, Unit B. Application for a Special Permit for a Restaurant 

Liquor Permit in an existing restaurant in a CD (Commercial Design) District.  
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Applicant: Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC/ Owner:  Tartaglia 

Commercial Properties/ West Haven LIR, LLC. File # SP 16-204 

Commissioner Posey made a motion to continue File #SP 16-204 to the July 

26, 2016 meeting at 7:00 PM in the Harriet North Room, 2nd floor City Hall, 

seconded by Commissioner Mullins and passed. 

 

c. 341 Main Street (AKA 519 Campbell Ave.) Application for a Special Permit 

to locate a Place of Assembly (Private Club, Hall or similar facility) in an 

existing mixed-use building in the CBD (Central Business District).  

Applicant: Sudanese American Society in Connecticut; Owner: 2478 Arthur 

Ave. Realty Group. File # SP 16-205 

  Commissioner Hendricks made a motion to deny File #16-205 based on the  

  status of the outstanding fire code issues.  Commissioner Posey also asked  

  that the ZEO issue a cease and desist order, seconded by Commissioner  

  Mullins and passed unanimously. 

 

d. 149 Orange Avenue. Application for approval of a Special Permit and Site 

Plan Review to add two gas pumps, relocate main entrance and extend the 

canopy of an existing Gas Station and Convenience Store in the RCPD 

(Planned Residential Commercial District). Applicant: Nadeem 

Khalid/Owner: Jatt, LLC.   File # # SP 16-206 and #SR 16-207. 

Commissioner Posey made a motion to continue File SP 16-206 and SR 16-

207, to the July 26, 2016 meeting at 7:00 PM in the Harriet North Room, 2nd 

Floor City Hall seconded by Commissioner Mullins and passed. 

 

2. 0 Glade Street (Veterans Administration Hospital):  Application for approval 

of a Site Plan Review and an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan in order to 

construct a surface parking lot containing 167 parking spaces on a portion of city-

owned land to be transferred to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Owner: City of West Haven, CT/ Applicant: U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs, CT Healthcare System.  File # SR-16-201/ESCP-16-201 
 

 Daniel Garson stated this is a land transfer from the city to the VA allowing them 

to expand their surface parking.  The VA will become the owner of part of the 

property now part of Glade Park and transfer alternate land to the City. There will 

also be a bus shelter for the shuttle buses, guard shack, security fence around the 

perimeter, lighting and storm water features. The purpose of this lot is to remove 

cars from the city streets.  Jeff Stearns, engineer, described the layout of the 

parking lot, location of the bus shelters and guard shack, lighting plan and 
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landscaping.  Mr. Stearns reviewed the erosion and control sediment. Mr. Killeen 

pointed out that this is a Federal project on Federal property and is not required to 

meet the local zoning requirements for parking lot design. Robin Gange brought 

the commission up to date regarding the land transfer and the process that needs 

to be done. 

 Commissioner Mullins made a motion to approve File #SR 16-201 and ESCP 16-

201, seconded by Commissioner Posey and passed unanimously. 
 

3. Staff Reports 

 

a. Update to City Plan of Conservation and Development - a workshop was held 

and it was suggested that the City have exposure at the Savin Rock Festival 

and to gather ideas regarding the plan.  A schedule was handed out for 

volunteers to work and distributed to the commission for their participation. 
 

b. Discussion of Proposed Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Regulation 

Amendments – City Planner Killeen stated the change regarding standards for 

parking has been made to the draft regulation by the consultant.  He hopes to 

have the draft regulations available by the next meeting for discussion.   
 

c. Other Staff Reports 
 

Mr. Killeen noted that, in November 2015, a moratorium was passed for six 

months on adult oriented businesses, and it expired in May.  If the 

Commission would like to extend the moratorium, it will need to be re-

advertised. Additionally, the City would need to identify how the time would 

be used for planning to address such uses in the future, such as forming a 

committee with specific duties and/or completing a study. The Commission 

discussed the length of the moratorium. Mr. Killeen agreed he would add this 

to the next agenda of the Commission and provide a proposal for the 

Commission’s consideration.  Commissioner Hendricks made a motion to 

pursue the process for a moratorium for the maximum allowable time, 

seconded by Commissioner Biancur and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT:  8:30 P.M. 

Commissioner Posey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by commissioner Biancur 

and passed. 

 

 

Kathy Hendricks Chairman 


