
WEST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT ZONING REGULATION 

SECTION 67 - COMMERCIAL SIGN STANDARDS 

61 COMMERCIAi. SIGN STANDARDS 
Signs of the types and quantities listed are permitted in all commercial districts (NB, 
RB, CBD, SCR, RCPD, CD, SIUt TOD and WD), subject to the size restrictions belowo 

61. 1 Sign Area. Maximum sign area square footage of all permitted sign~ in any commer
cial district shall be two (2) square feet per running foot of the front or principal 
structure facade. 

61.2 Sign Height, Business signs shall have a maximum height no greater than twenty (20) 
feet be set back from the street line five (5) feet in an RB (Regional Business) zone: Le, 
along the Route 1 and Route 34 corridor. Monument or ground signs shall not exceed 

six (6) feet in height in the other commercially zoned districts. 
61.3 Ground orr Pole Sign$. Only one ground or pole sign per structure per Dot is permitted 

unless specifically authorized by the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
1. When a building faces two public sfree'h, the Commissioner may permit an addi

tional ground sigfiiJ for the entire structure or complex and/or an additional affachedl 
sigfll for each business totaling no more than half the size permitted on the main 
facade if it can be shown that the sign: 
a. is necessai)I to conduct of the business, 
b. will conform to and be compatible with the existing sigJltlJ:$ and building exterior, 
c. will not be visually offensiveo 

2, Each side of a gr@l!Jll'!idl sign shall be the same size, but only one side shali be 
counted in total sign area. 

3. Pole signs may only be allowed by Special Permit ln the CBD zone. 
4. Two (2) affolchedl signs on a sfrodure in place of one (1) gmundl or p@De sig!Jli and 

one ( 1 ) affad11edl sign may be permitted by the Commissioner provided it is shown: 
a. that the latter arrangement is impractical, 
bo that the attached/ sign~ do not detract from the structure's appearance, and 
Co that the total siglffl eJrea is not greater than normoiily permitted. 

61.4 l3u$lness Sign N11.mf!ber Umit. Each business in a commercial district shall be limited to 
one (1) affacherdl iign and one (1) ground ~ign and Highwaiy Oriented 8U$Dt'l!e$$ Sign$ 
sh a Ii be limited to one ( 1 ) per parcel. 

671.5 Groufflld Sigffll(s) in Neighborhood! or R.egionaB Sh©!pping Cenfelf~ may be permitted at 
each entrance from a different street, as follows: 
1. One ground! or mcnumenf sign at the main entrance with a maximum sign height of 

six (6) feet and a maximum length of seven (7) feet of ~ign areaJ with the ~h©pping; 
center name and street address and its store businesses names. 

20 Groundl orr monument sig;n(s) at additional entrance(s) may be permiHed by Special 
Use Exception, but shoi!! have no more than thirty-iwo (32) squoire feet !ign @re@ and 
be no more than sb< (6) feet high and shall be limited to the name and address of 
the shopping eemifer. 

6'1.6 Affaeh®dl 8M!ines:£ Sig;fl! in Neighborhood! or ft.f@gi©JnaJB ShoppillDg; C@nflet-s. Eo1c h business 
affaJchedl busnfflless siglflj shall be limited to one (1) square foot for every running foot o( 
the front fac;:adeo 

@1.1 1Fem11ane111t Reai IE$h::lit<& Sngrrll~ .Rental orr management information may be added 'ro 
the gtfJ'©J{/J/lflJ@ :tugrt'I! of any cormnerdai compiexo 
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6708 Promotional Sign~ are permitted provided same are not flashing or otheiwise hazard
ous and are removed within 30 dayso 

610 9 Special Advertising Devices including, but not limited to, plaques, banners, pennants 
and streamers are permitted for a period of not more than thirty (30) days after the 
opening of a new businesso 

67o10l REVIEW SiANDARDS FOR POLE SIGN SPECIAL PERMIT 

67JOJ In addition to the required special permit findings the Planning and Zoning Commis
sion shall make a written finding that: 
10 A gm1tSnd sigD'll cannot be employed at the location due to vehicular or pedes

trian safety or visibility considerations; and 
20 The sigr11 program for the location has been determined by the Planning and 

Zoning Commission to provide insufficient identity to the establishment; and 
30 The predominant pattern of business signs in the immediate area (500 linear 

feet in both directions) includes pole signso 
67/o 11 REVIEW STANDARDS fOR HIGHWAY ORIENTED BUSBNfSS SIGN SPECIAL PERMIT 

6701101 in addition to the required Special Permit findings the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall make a written finding that the Special Permit requested: 
1 0 will not have a negative effect on views of vistas of Downtown, the West River, or 

New Haven Harboro 
20 will no result in a visual clutter from an undue concentration of on premises or off 

premises signso 
30 will be in keeping with the scale and massing of nearby structures, $/gns, and/or 

geographical featureso 
40 will not require substantial alteration of the existing tree canopy in the area of the 

highway oriented business ~ign or significant removal or trimming of trees to 
achieve a clear view of the $lgno 

61012 Sl!J?PlEMENTARY APPLICATION STANDARDS FOR IHIDGIHIWAY OR.DENTED BUSINESS SIGN 

6701201 A plan and section at a scale of 1 inch equals 40 feet ( 1 "=40')" or larger, prepared by 
a Connecticut licensed surveyor, showing the approaches to the $Dg]n location and 
the following shall be submitted 
l 0 the ground elevation at the base of the hig;hw@ry ©>riented bU$D/lfJ®$$ sig;n; and 
20 the highway elevation at the crown of the limited access highway in the travel 

direction at the point closest to the proposed highwOJ)f ©irient®d! busines;s :dgn 
location; and 

30 the highway elevation at 1500 and 500 linear intervals from the point described 
immediately above; and 

LL the location of any significant (8 inch caliper or larger) trees on the proposed 
hffgfni'1Amy Olfienfed business sign site which are to be trimmed or removed" 

50 the location any advertising £ig;lin or hig;lhiw©J};>f @ffienled bM£DfflJ~£$ signs wfrh1n 
1500 feet of the proposed location, , 

67J22 Ph@fo or Viide@ M~y be Require@':.t if the Planning and Zoning Commission deems j~· 
necessary to adequately evaluate the proposal, photos and/or video showing the 
travel approach to the proposed location showing the following may be required: 
1 0 a flag shall be posted showing the height to the bot'ron1 and top of the proposed 

hlghwCIJ}"' ©f!Delnlt<®di bYsln~ss sigr&o 
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2. flags shaii be staked at the limited access highway edge at the 1500 foot and 
500 foot distances from the proposed l1ighway oriented l:H1sine~3 dgn location 
at the points delineated in section 67.12.1 above. 
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