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SECTION 30 = DESIGN DISTRICTS

GENERAL PURPOSES OF DESIGN DISTRICTS

The Design Districts established herein are desighed to promote and protect the

public hedlih, safety, general welfare and welfare and property values, while permit-

fing development opportunities not usually available in fraditional Euclideon zoning.

These general godls include the following specific purposes:

e To provide sufficient larger scale areas in appropriate locations which are either
primarily vacant and underdeveloped or largely blighted or substandard and
present unique opportunities for development or redevelopment ulilizing sound
and well planned development techniques.

» To coordinate development involving speciail uses and stringent design criteria.

¢ To provide aliernate development options for lorge properties under single or corp-
oraite ownership or control, in areas accessible to major lines of transportation.

o To permit development of residential, commercicl, open space and recrec-
tional uses, or community facilities, or appropriate combinations of such activi-
ties to meet the City’s housing, business and/or recreational needs.

o To promote the use of land and building development in accord with the Plan of
Conservation and Development to protect the district character and iis suii-
ability for various uses, conserve and enhance the value of the land and build-
ings of the surrounding areas, and promote tax revenue and jobs in the City.

e To permit developments of greater size and scope than otherwise permitted in
these regulations by encouraging o combination of uses of suitable design which
demonsirate efficiency in building layout, patierns of internal circulation,
parking ond loading, ingress and egress.

PURPOSES OF SPECIFIC DESIGN DISTRICTS
These general goails provide for the following design districts:

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN DISTRICT (RPD) — To provide for coordinated design of larger
scale residential development limited to the appropricte size that would enhance
the adjoining residential neighborhoods.

COMMERCIAL DESIGN DISTRICT (CD) ~ To encourage coordinated design of refail
development for the mutual advantage of both the merchants and consumers that
is eaqsily accessible to mass fransit for the elderly ond disadvantaged and would
enhance the surrounding communities.

RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL DESIGN DISTRICT (RCPD) - To provide for coordinated
design for city residential and commercial needs for its cilizens and those of the
region in appropriote locations at a lorger scale that would enhance the
surrounding communities.

SHORELINE RESIDENTIAL/RETAIL DESIGN DISTRICT (SRR) - To foster 1-3 Story residential
and commercial development and reuse of land within an open space oriented
community using building scaie and forms that recognize the existing comimunily
fabric, takes advantage of its Long isiond Sound setiing and existing boardwaik
and beach amenities while recognizing the imporiance of exsiing views and
vistas 1o and from the waterfront.

WATERFRONT DESIGN DISTRICT (WD) - To enccurags developiment of middie density
mixed use walterfront community with significant p 1 space ond water
dependent elements to serve boih the neighicorhiced ard the city,
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TRANSIT ORIENTED DESIGN DISTRICT (TOD) - To allow moderate to high density mixed
use development with a residentiol component in a transit oriented community
within walking distonce of the proposed frain station, and o provide develop-
ment incentives o encourage adaptive reuse of existing sound siructures and infill
or redevelopment of underdeveloped areas.

PLANNED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PRD} is a zone which is designed o
accommodate Research and Development aond Educational Uses which are
compatible and support research and development of new products, ideas and
concepts. This zone permits a wide range of offices, research and development
facilities, manufacturing and educational uses.

USES PERMITTED IN DESIGN DISTRICTS

In each district the uses listed under each category may be permitted if they meet
the standards of these regulations and the bulk regulations listed in Talble 30.1
As-of-Right. In each diskict certain uses are permitted as-ef-right thot do not reguire
approval of either the Commission or the Board except where a Site Plan is
required, but require a CIC (Certificate of Zoning Compliance) be issued when the
application conforms o all applicable requirements. In Table 39.2 Summary Uses
the letter R indicates a use permitted As-of-Right.

Special Permit and Special Use Exceplions. It is hereby recognized that certain uses
are a necessary port of the community and if properly controlied are compatible
with surrounding uses. In making its decision on any application for o Special Use
Exception or Special Permit the Commission must weigh community and
iandowner inferests in having the use.

Applications for Special Permits and Special Use Exceptions in Design Districts shall
be reviewed using the procedures and criteria of Article 8 of this Regulation and
shall be subject to the standards and procedures of Article 10, including a Public
Hearing and Section 75, Site Pian Review.

Accessory Uses and Struetures. Uses and siructures which are customarily acces-
sory and clearly incidental o permitted principal uses and structures shail be
permitted in development subject to the general restriction on permitted principal
uses and structures.

intent of Area and Bulk Requirements. I is the infent of these kuik regulations of
Table 36.1 Area and Bulk Requirements in Design Development Districis 1o provide
minimum reguirements to prevent overcrowding. No fef shall be used and no
building shall be erecied except in conformity with the bulk regulations os set forih
herein, except as may ctherwise be permitted within these regulations or specifi-
cally permitted by the Connecticut Ceneral Statutes.

JOINT & COMMON USE OF OFF-STREET PARKING IN DESIGN DISTRICTS

The Plonning and Zoning Cornmission may approve the joint or common use of ofi-
street parking spaces located on separaie and adjoining lefs and under sepaircie
ownership in Planned Development Districts provided thai the ofi-sireet paridng
spaees comply with all applicable Section 60 requirements.

RECLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL TO DESIGN DISTRICT

Any parcel with an area of 20,000 square feet or less which is legally conforming o
or complying as to use, lot and/or structure at the fime such paicel reclossificatio
a Design De\«'eﬂopmem District may be continuad as a conforming/complying vse, lof
and/or structure at the same iDCO]TIO‘? If any previously-existing parcel is merged or
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combined with an adjoining parcel, thereby creating a new parcel with an area
greater than 20,000 sguare feet, such parcel shall be required to comply with
these Planned Development District requirements.
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