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WEST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT ZONING REGULATION 

SECTION 30 - DESIGN DISTRICTS 
30.1 GENERAL PURPOSES OF DESIGN DISTRICTS 

The Desig n Districts established herein are designed to promote and protect the 
pub lic heaii'h, scifety, general welfare and welfare and property values, while permit­
ting developrnent opportunities not usuolly available in traditional Euclidean zoning. 
These general goals include the following specific purposes: 
~ To provide sufficient larger scale areas in appropriate locations which are either 

primarily vacant and underdeveloped or largely blighted or substandard and 
present unique opportunities for development or redevelopment utilizing sound 
and w ell planned development techniques. 

@ To coordinate development involving special uses and stringent design criteria. 
e To provide alternate development options for large properties under single or corp­

orate ownership or control, in areas accessible to major lines of transportation. 
liJ To permit development of residential, commercial, open space and recrea­

tional uses, or community facilities, or appropriate combinations of such a ctivi­
ties to meet the City's housing, business and/or recreational needs. 

® To promote the use of land and building development in accord with the Plan of 
Conservation and Development to protect the district character and its suit­
ability for various uses, conserve and enhance the value of the land and build­
ings of the surrounding areas, and promote tax revenue and jobs in the City. 

e To permit developments of greater size and scope than otherwise permitted in 
these regulations by encouraging a combination of uses of suitable design whic h 
demonstrate efficiency in building layout, patterns of internal circulation, 
parking and loading, ingress and egress. 

30.2 PURPOSES OF SPECiF!C DESIGN DISTRICTS 
These general goals provide for the following design d istricts: 

30.2.1 RESIDENTIAL DESIGN DISTRICT (RPO) - To provide for coordinated design of larger 
scale residential development limited to the appropriate size that would enhance 
the adjoining residential neighborhoods. 

30.2.2 COMMERCiAl DESIGN DISTRICT (CD) - To encourage coordinated design of retail 
development for the mutual advantage of both the merchants and consumers that 
is easily accessible to mass transit for the elderly and disadvantaged and would 
enhance the surrounding communities. 

30.2.3 RESIDEN'l'IAL~COMMERCIAl DESIGN DISTRICT (RCPD] - To provide for coordinated 
design for city residential and commercial needs for its citizens and those o'f the 
region in appropriate locations at a larger scale that would enhance the 
surrounding communities. 

30.2A· SHOREiJNE RESiDENUAL/RErAU DE£!GN DISTRICT (SR~}- To foster 1-3 S·i·ory residential 
and commercial development and reuse of land within an open space oriented 
community using building scale and forms that recognize the existing comrnunHy 
fabric, takes advantage of Its Long Island Sound seHlng cmd existing boardwaik 
and beach amenities whiie recognizing the lrnportc~ rict?. of exisHng views and 
vistas to and from the waterfront. 

30.2.5 W.~:n~RfROD\ll'li' D~~iGN DIS1fRiCf (WD] - To encourage dsv·e-loprnent of n1iddle density 
mixed use waterfront community with signiflcont p ubiic open $pace and \l\fater 
dependent elements to serve both the neighborhoc>d onci i'he city. 
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3026 TRANSIT ORIENTED DESIGN DISTRICT (TOD) - To allow moderate to hig h density mixed 
use development with a residential component in a transH oriented community 
within walking distance of the proposed train station, cmd to provide develop­
ment incentives to encourage adaptive reuse of existing sound structures a nd infill 
or redevelopment of underdeveloped areaso 

3027 PLANNED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PRO) is a zone which is designed to 
accommodate Research and Development and Educational Uses which are 
compatible and support research and development of new products, ideas and 
concepts. This zone permits a wide range of offices, research and development 
facilities, manufacturing and educational useso 

30.3 USES PERMITIED iN DESIGN DISTRICTS 
In each district the uses listed under each category may be permitted if they mee'f 
the standards of these regulations and the bulk regulations listed in Table 30" 1 

303. 1 As=of=Right. !n each district certain uses are permitted as=of=righf that do not require 
approval of either the Commission or the Board except where a Site Pian is 
required, but require a C'lC (Certificate @f 'lcming Complic:mce) be issued when the 
application conforms to all applicable requirements" In Tabie 39.2 ~11Jmme.11ry i,J$e$ 
the letter R indicates a use permitted As-of-Right. 

30"32 Special Permit and Special Use Exceptions. It is hereby recognized that certain uses 
are a necessary part of the community and if properly controlled are compatible 
with surrounding useso In making its decision on any application for a Special Use 
Exception or Special Permit the Commission must weigh community cine! 
landowner interests in having the useo 
Applications for Special Permits and Special Use Exceptions in Design Districts shal! 
be reviewed using the procedures and criteria of Article 8 of this Regulation and 
shall be subject to the standards and procedures of Article 10, including a Public 
Hearing and Section 75, Site Plan Review" 

30"33 Accessory Use$ and StruehJre$, Uses and structures which are customarily acces­
sory and clearly incidental to permitted principal uses and strud ures shall be 
permitted in development subject to the general restriction on permitted principal 
uses and structureso 

30o3A intent of Area ~nd Bulk Requiremerlliso It is the intent of these bulk regulations of 
Table 3601 Area and Bulk Requiremenhi !n Desigrii Devei@pmerd Distrrn~ts to provide 
minimum requirements to prevent overcrowding" No Dot shall be used and no 
building shall be erected except in conformity with the bulk regulations as set forth 
herein, except as may otherwise be permitted within these regulations or specifi­
cally permitted by the Connecticut General Statutes" 

301.4 JOINT & COMMON UJSE Of Off=STREET PARKING IN DIESiGNJ DBS1R!C1l'.~ 
The Planning and Zoning Commission may approve the joint or common iill£® or ofi'­
street parkin~ sp@ees located on separate and adjoining l©i~ and under sepa1·a te 
ow nership in Planned Development Districts provided that the off-skeet e~©Jil'ff1~if1rng 
$p©I~®£ cornply with all applicable Section 60 requirements" 

3@.5 REClAS~!flCATION Of PARCEl 10 Dle:SiGN D!ST~iCt 
Any parcel with an area of 20,000 square feet or less vvhich is legally conforrning and/ 
or complying os to use, lot and /or structure crt the time such pcircel reclasslficcrtion to 
01 Design Development Distrid n 101y be confo1uE.d as a conforming/complying uss , le·;· 
and/or structure a t the same locatiorL H any prevlous!y-existing p C1rce l is merged or 
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combined with an adjoining parcel, thereby creating a new parcel with an area 
greater than 20,000 square feet, such porcel shall be required to comply with 
these Planned Development District requirementso 
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