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WEST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT ZONING REGULATION 
48 - TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATION 

TELECOMMUNICATION§ REGULATION 

Description and Purpose. 

These regulations exist to protect neighborhoods, minimize conflict with adjacent 
uses and the surrounding area, and to assure the health and safety of the public. 
The City finds that these regulations are necessary to protect the ecological, 
scenic, historical and recreational values of the City and to ensure that adverse 
visual and operational effects will not contribute to blighting or deterioration of 
the surrounding neighborhood. The City recognizes that the Connecticut Siting 
Council has jurisdiction for certain facilities under Connecticut Law, but these 
regulations govern other telecommunication antennas and related equipment. 
More specifically, the purposes are: 

@ To accommodate the need for wireless communications anten.nas while 
regulating their location and number. 

re> To minimize adverse visual effects of wireless communications antennas and 
wireless site towers through proper design, siting and screening. 

@ To avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from antennas or wireless 
site towers through their proper siting, co-location, engineering and screening. 

@ To reduce the number of antem1as or wireless site(s) needed in the future. 

Definitions. 

When used in this section words or phrases shall have the meaning defined below: 

ALTERATION§: The upgrade or change of any and all equipment or anteri..nas 
associated with a telecomnmnications operation. Upgrades in equipment or 
advances in technology which have no visual impact and do not increase site 
and/ or height are subject to §ec.48 .13. 

ANTENNA: A device used to collect or transmit telecommunications or radio 
signals. Examples include panels, microwave dishes and single pole devices 
known as whips. The foliovving are excluded from the definition of antenna: 
satellite dishes for television use. 

HEIGHT: The vertical dist~mce measured from the g.roul1~Lleyd vvh<:~_i.P __ o.::trac]J.~;'' 
tQ the 1:111temJ.lLOr cabinet to the highest point of the structure. If the support 
structure is on a sloped grade, then the lowest grades shall be used in calcul.ating 
the antenna height. 
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WIRELESS SITE: The equipment and structures involved in receiving or 
transmitting telecommunications or radio signals from a mobile radio 
communications source and transmitting those signals to another wireless site, 
another communications source or receiver, or to a central switching computer 
that connects the mobile unit with land-based telephone lines. 

TOWER: A structure located on the ground or on the top of a building that is 
intended to support equipment used to transmit and/or receive 
telecommunications or radio signals. Examples of such structures include 
monopoles and lattice construction steel structures. 

Site Selection Policies and guidelines: 

Applicants should consider locating 'Wireless sites based upon the follm1ving 
policy preferences: 

1. In locations where the existing topography, vegetation, buildings or other 
structures provide the greatest amount of screening. 

2. In locations which are found to be the least vislliJJly obtrusive. 
3. In locations which are least disruptive to the public health, safety and vvelfare 

and consistent with the City's Plan of Conservation and Development. 
4. In locations which have minimal impact upon residences. 
5. In locations to establish opportunities for co~location of multiple carriers. 
6. Installation on buildings or structures located on a historic register or within a 

historic district shall be discouraged. 
7, __ For Residential Districts, the following additional guidelines shall apply: 

Wireless telecommunications facilities that include towers are discouraged in 
single-family or two-family residential districts with the exception of 
placement on any property with an institutional use (e.g., church, park, 
library, municipal/government, hospital, school, utility) located in either of 
these two districts. In applying for a permit in any residential district, the 
applicant must present substantial evidence as to why it is not tecl:micaUy 
feasible to locate in a more appropriate nonresidential zone, along with 
meeting the other standards set in these regulations. The applicant must also 
demonstrate that the wireless telecommunications facility will not have a 
substantial impact on neighboring property values. 

Special Permit Required. 

Except as provided in Section 48.13, all applications for vvireless sites, to-wers, 
and antennas that are not exclusively 'With:in the jurisdiction of the Conn.ecticut 
Siting Council shall require a special p~;rmI-~ frc·IX:R the Planning ci.nd Zoning 
Commission. In revie1wing these appli.Gar'c ' "-'", the Commission shall consider 
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appropriate safeguards, including imposing setbacks and height limitations, 
protections for adjacent properties, controlling traffic, matching of colors, and 
requiring landscaping and screening. 

The filing for a Special Permit shall include the following: 

A map showing the extent of planned coverage within the City of West Haven, 
approved locations of the applicant's other wireless sites in the City; and the 
location and service area of the proposed wireless site. 

A plan prepared with a certification by a qualified radio frequency (RF engineer) 
shall be filed and shall include the following information: 

a. The location and size of any existing antennas. 
b. The location and size of any utility cabinet or accessory structure. 
c. If the proposed location is on a rooftop, a certification that the roof top is 

structurally capable of supporting the additional uses. 
d. Certification of a Registered Connecticut Engineer that the proposed 

telecommunication facility is in compliance with all of the FCC 
regulations. A copy of the relevant FCC regulation is to be provided in 
support of the certification. 

Site Justification Statement: A description of the narrowing process that 

eliminated other potential sites. 

If a proposed antenna tower exceeds 125 feet in height or is within 20,000 feet of 

Tweed-New Haven Airport, proof is required that the applicant has filed a notice 

of proposed construction with the Federal Aviation Administration. 

Tower Height: The applicant shall demonstrate that the antenna is the minimum 

height required to function satisfactorily. No antenna that is taller than this 

minimum height shall be approved. 

Antenna Tower Safety: The anteillla tower shall be designed and constructed to 

all applicable standards of the American National Standards Institute, ANSVEIA~ 

222~ E manual, as amended. 

§ite §oil Report: A soil report complying with Appendix l: Geotechnical 

Investigations, ANSI/EIA-222~E manual standards, as amended, shall be 

submitted to verify the design specifications of the foundation for the tower and 

anchors for the guy wires, if used. 

Fencing: The Commission may require a fence around the tov:ver and other 

equipment. 
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Landscaping: To lessen the visual impact of a wireless site upon area properties, 

ground landscaping shall be required to sufficiently screen the site. 

Commercial advertising: Commercial advertising shall not be allowed on an 

antenna or antenna tower. 

Signal lights or illumination: These are not permitted unless required by the 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) or the Connecticut Siting Council 

Visual Screening: Antennas added to an existing facility shall be screened so that 

the antennas are not visible from surrounding streets, unless the Commission finds 

that such screening will not be effective, impractical to accomplish, or that 

adequate screening already exists. 

Additions to Existing Facilities: When antennas are added to existing facilities 
which are not visually screened from surrounding streets, the entire facility and 

antennas shall be screened if feasible so as to assure that all antennas are not 

visible from surrounding streets, unless the Commission finds that such screening 

will not be effective or that adequate screening already exists. 

Additional General Review Standards for Special Permit Approval: Using 

technological evidence the applicant must demonstrate that the proposed location 

is necessary to satisfy its function in the company's grid system. Specific 

locations will be evaluated using the following criteria. AU criteria should be 

considered by the Commission. 

@ Availability of suitable structures for antenna mounting. 

@ Topography as it relates to line of sight transmission for optimum service 

efficiency. 

@ Screening potential of existing vegetation, structures and topographic 

features. 

@) Compatibility with adjacent land uses. 

® Least number of sites to cover desired area. 

0 Greatest coverage consistent ~Nith physical requirements. 

0 Opportunities to mitigate pcssibli:: 

CJ Preservation of vie'FJ 
CJ 

CJ 

Potential for preservatior.. 

Minimal impact on 

of site. 

industrial zoned sites. 
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@ §election of sites which lend themselves to visual mitigation. 

@ Availability of road access. 

@ Visual screening of antennas. 

The location of the cabinets and. sheds shall comply with setback requirements of 
the underlying district. 

No wireless telecommunications facility shall exceed a height equal to the linear 
distance to the nearest existing building (a Fall Zone). 

Antennas shall be painted in a non-contrasting color and shall be designed to 
match background surfaces. 

Equipment Shelters: The equipment shelter shall not exceed 360 square feet, 
unless good cause is shown to justify a larger size. The equipment shelter shall 
not exceed 12 ft in height 

Height: Maximum height for towers and antennas shall be 125 feet. 

Antennas on Residential Buildings: For antennas located on a residential building, 
the maximum height shall be 20 feet above the existing building. 

Rooftop Antenna Systems shall be reasonably screened as determined by the 
Commission. 

Ancillary uses: All other uses ancillary to the antenna and associated equipment 
(including a business office, maintenance depot, vehicle storage, etc.) are 
prohibited. 

Joint use: To minimize the number of antenna or wireless site towers in the City 
in the future, the proposed support structure shall be suitable to accommodate 
other users, including other wireless communication companies and local police, 
fire and ambulance companies. Co-location of multiple carriers shall be an 
important City policy. 

Certificate of Continued Use. 

The owner of the subject property shall submit to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission annually during the month of January an affidavit that the facHity is 
in active use as a wireless site and the owner or operator shall certify that such use: 
will continue for the coming calendar yeOJ.r. 

Abandonrnent: A wireless site not in use for six (6) months shall be removed by 
the service facility owner. This removal shall occur within 90 days of the end of 
such six month period. Upon removal, the site shall be restored to its previous 
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appearance and, where appropriate, re-vegetated to blend with the surrounding 
area. 

Wireless Site and Antenna Modifications. 

The Commissioner of Planning and Development shall administratively review 
and approve or deny any application seeking modification of an existing wireless 
site that involves the co-location of new transmission equipment, the removal of 
transmission equipment, or the replacement or updating of transmission 
equipment, as long as such application does not result in a change in the height or 
physical dimensions of the wireless site. Such review shall include potential 
changes in noise and the need for screening. Any denial by the Commissioner 
may be appealed to the full Commission. The Commissioner may recommend 
any such application for further review by the Commission. 
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